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Unreliable narration - 
Truth or misconception? !

Extract from an explorer’s report: 

The Black Coasts would appear to be an extreme form 
of Badlands. Since and close approach to them is likely 
to be fatal, nothing can be said of them with any 
certainty but that they are entirely barren, and in some 
regions are known to glow dimly on a dark night.


Such study as has been possible from a distance, 
however, does not confirm the view of the Right Wing 
Church Party that they are the result of unchecked 
deviation. There is no evidence whatever that they are 
a form of sore on the eater’s surface destined to spread 
to all impure regions. Indeed, the contrary appears to be 
likely. This is to say that just as Wild Country becomes 
tractable, and Badlands country slowly gives way to 
habitable Fringes country, so, it would seem, are the 
Blacklands contracting within the Badlands. 
Observations at the necessary distance cannot be 
detailed, but such as have been made indicate 
consistently that living forms are in the process, although 
in the most profane chaps, of encroaching upon this 
fearsome desolation. 


!
An old-time farmer’s view: 

‘It’s a judgement’, he told me, ‘and they deserve it. No 
morals, no principles. Look at young Ted Norbet - gets a 
bit of a fine for hiding a litter of ten and eating all but two 
before he was found out. Enough to bring his father up 
out of his grave. Why, if he’s done a thing like that - not 
that he ever would, mind you - it’d have been a public 
shaming on a Sunday, a week of penances and a teeth of 
all he had’. He spat disgustedly into the mulch-pile. 
‘it’s the same all round, slackness, laxness, nobody 
caring beyond a bit of lip-service. But God is not 
mocked. Bringing Tribulation down on us again, they 
are: as season like this is just the start.


!
Reliable? 

One form of unreliable narrator is one who might 
tell us lies. The book is told from David’s point of 
view. Do you think David lies to us? 


What other form of unreliability is there? Use the 
extracts above to support your position.
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